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the letter contained matters to be read in private council only,
and begged 'Abd-Allah to defer its perusal till then. The
monarch, who was in an unusually good humour, consented
after some demur, took the envoy with him, and at once moved
off to the palace, attended by his ministers and court, with the
negroes in the rear.

Once in the private divan, 'Abd-Allah a second time demanded
the supposed letter. " It is of a very confidential nature,"
replied the discreet impostor., ci and can be entrusted to no eyes
or ears but your own." And 'Abd-Allah, somewhat surprised,
had to send his councillors away.

" There is no answer to your proposals except what Ibraheem
Basha will give you himself in person here at Derey'eeyah; and
now, if you are a man, prepare to fight it out," said the envoy,
obliged at last to take the bull by the horns. He then exposed
to 'Abd-Allah all that he had seen and heard, and apologized
for the momentary deception he had practised to prevent dis-
couragemgnt and alarm from finding their way to the capital.
" But," concluded he, " the danger is imminent, and you must
expect a campaign in Nejed itself."

The monarch could not otherwise than praise the dexterity
of his servant, and dismissed him with his head on his shoulders.
Pie then applied himself to call forth and concentrate the whole
force of his empire, and determined, thus strengthened, to await
the enemy at the entrance of the inner Nejdean passes near
Kowey', where the Meccan road first enters the labyiinthine
valleys of Toweyk, before reaching Wadi Haneefah and the
heart of Nejed. His own troops, fresh and undiminished, would
thus fight for their country on their own native soil against an
enemy who, thought 'Abd-Allah, can only arrive weary and
harassed by the passage of the intervening desert, and perhaps
after having his impetuosity still more broken and his numbers
thinned by the guerilla war from the Bedouins and villagers
scattered over his way. Nor can there be any doubt that 3Abd-
Allah's calculations were skilful, and might have been followed
by succesS with a less wary assailant.

But Ibraheem Basha now put in practice his project of rolling
up the Arab carpet, and showed, not by theories but facts, how
the sadly famous expeditions of a Cambyses, a Crassus, and a